
For the past six summers my husband Keith and I have loaded up the minivan with one or more 
campers and made the journey to Camp Carson. As soon as we pass through the gate and spy 
the lake glimmering in the afternoon sun, the kids start to cheer, and my son usually says, “So 
good to be home again!” As a mother I might take offense to that statement if I hadn’t felt the 
same way about 30 years ago when I was a middle-school camper myself.

Mitchell (age 14) and Leah (age 12) have attended Camp Carson each summer for the past six 
years. Leah found a love of horses her first summer when she was eight years old and now 
takes riding lessons. She will attend Wrangler Camp for the second time this summer. Mitchell 
experienced sailing his first year as a camper when he was nine years old. Last summer, in addition to sailing at Camp Carson, he attended a 
sailing camp at Lake Monroe near Bloomington, Indiana, where we live. Our youngest daughter, Audrey, who is eight years old, is still working 
up to spending a full week away from home. She loves getting the popsicles at drop-off every year and looks forward to being an only child 
at least one week each summer. So Camp Carson has something to offer even those siblings who stay at home!

Camp Carson is so much more than horseback riding and sailing, though. When 
Mitchell and Leah were younger, camp provided them with an opportunity to try 
new things and to make friends on their own.  When we moved from Evansville, 
Indiana to Bloomington, their experience at camp helped them to have the 
confidence and resiliency to adapt to a new city and a new school.  Camp also 
provided a way to maintain friendships as Leah attended camp with an Evansville 
friend for several years.  

Now that they are older, one of the most important things my kids experience at 
camp is FREEDOM. In a world where kids are constantly plugged in, scheduled, 
and monitored, and where they’re only a phone call or text away from their parents and the drama of middle school friendships, this freedom 
is rare and priceless. Mitchell echoed this sentiment when asked recently about camp. “I am free there. . . . No one judges you. I can be 
myself.” Kids have a chance to experience this freedom in a safe environment under the care of their counselors and camp staff. It provides 
an incredible opportunity to build independence, discover life for themselves, and make their own decisions.  

Every summer I’m surprised when I pick up the kids from camp—surprised that they have grown in just a week . . . surprised at how much 
dirty laundry they have accumulated . . . surprised at the hugs and warmth shared between a group of kids who were strangers five short 
days ago . . . surprised how their young counselors have become so important to them. Sometimes the surprises are bigger.  My daughter 
(who says she will only run if something is chasing her) woke up early every morning to jog around the lake?!  My son was awarded honor 
camper?! Give your kids a week at camp and they may really surprise you. More important, they will surprise themselves. 
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Above: Hulett Knipstein Family
Mitchell, Keith, Stephanie, Leah and Audrey 
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We are excited to introduce our 2 new program directors.  Sarah Hooper has been with Camp Carson for several years and is great fit to 
move into this new role.  Hayden Ponsar joined our team in January and brings with him seven years of YMCA camping experience.  They are 
both pushing full speed ahead interviewing summer staff and planning for the summer programs. 

Hayden:  “I am beyond excited to be joining the YMCA Camp Carson family; one that 
has been extremely welcoming and brimming with passion and excitement for the 
coming summer since I have arrived a few weeks ago. The field of residential Camping 
is one that is close to my heart, and Camp Carson holds true to all that makes it so 
important to youth around the country. In my camp experiences, two things have 
stood out to me. First is the importance of getting kids out into nature, something 
our millennial children are not experiencing as much as they should.  Second, and just 
as important, is the ability that Camp grants to children to build amazing friendships. 
One can speak to any number of people from Camp, and the number one thing you hear 
about are bonds made during one week of the summer. With those lessons learned, I 
am extremely excited to be working on new programs to enhance outdoor experiences 
for kids as well as learning about the amazing programs that are already in place at 
Carson.  Sarah and I are investigating how we can make Camp Carson’s programs even 
more relational ensuring that Camp continues to be a place where strong friendships are made. I have found that Camp’s goal of helping 
children feel accepted, challenged and empowered are all driving forces in what I believe will be one of the best summers ever!”

Sarah:  “Camp Carson holds a special place in my heart and I am so excited to be on board as Program Director. Growing up in camp as a 
camper, LIT, CIT, and staff member, I have seen many changes to the face of camp, but the connections I’ve made and the feeling of ‘home’ 
is truly what has kept me and keeps me coming back for more. The people and the relationships made are what makes camp so unique and 
gives us a platform to make such a positive impact on kids. I am looking forward to working with Hayden as we continue the legacy of Camp 
Carson by making this summer the best one yet for our campers!”

NEW PROGRAM DIRECTORS are wild about getting ready for summer!
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PROJECTS
Great Stick Toss:   Enjoy walking the forest trails and   
 clearing limbs

Tom Sawyer Project: Staining, staining, staining decks, and  
 rails etc.

Gardening Club:   Attention to the landscaping around  
 the main lodge and other buildings

Spit Shine Crew:   Window washing, bunk dusting, lodge  
 porch furniture washing

Hobart Hustle:   Getting everything sanitized through 
  the dishwasher

Fence Fussin’:   Replacing split rail fence along waterfront

Goin’ to the Chapel:   Clearing leaves and limbs and power  
 washing the chapel area

Challenge Club:    Sprucing up our activity areas like  
 spreading mulch at the Alpine Tower

Online giving available at campcarson.org
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FALL TIME
September 3-5  Family Camp  Ages 0-Infinity  
 Labor Day Weekend

Sept. 30 - Oct. 2 Fall Camp  Ages 7-16 

October 29  Fall Volunteer Work Day 
(2 Events) Saturday, 1-5 pm, Lunch Provided

 Fall Bonfire and Director’s Chili Cookoff 
 Saturday, 5:30-7:30 pm 
 Chili, hotdogs, s’mores and campfire songs provided

November 6 6th Annual Bridge Builders Dinner 

SUMMER TIME
May 17-20 Program Staff Training and “Let’s get ready for camp” Work Week
May 22-27 Staff certification week (Lifeguard and Activity)
May 28-June 3 All staff training:  Program, Counselors, SLIPs  

June 4  Dedication Day - Details Inside 

CAMP BEGINS!
June 5-10 Session 1 Operation Purple Camp for military family kids 
  Operation Military Support for military family kids
June 12-17 Session 2 Shoshone, Wrangler, LIT 2/3 and CIT2/3
June 19-24 Session 3  Shoshone, Wrangler, LIT2/3 and CIT 2/3
June 26-July1 Session 4  Shoshone, Wrangler, CIT 4/5
July 3-8 Session 5  Camp Corral for military family kids , CIT 4/5
July 10-15 Session 6  Shoshone, Wrangler, LIT 6/7, CIT 6/7
July 17-22 Session 7  Shoshone, Wrangler, LIT 6/7, CIT 6/7
July 24-29 Session 8  Shoshone, Wrangler, Fox A&B, Diabetes Camp
July 31–Aug 3 Session 9 School Safety Patrol Camp

2034 Outer Lake Road • Princeton IN 47670

A Branch of the YMCA of Southwestern Indiana, Inc. 
222 NW 6th Street - Evansville IN 47708

Phone: 812-385-3597 
Email: campinfo@ymcacampcarson.org • Web-site www.campcarson.org

FOR YOUTH DEVELOPMENT™

FOR HEALTHY LIVING
FOR SOCIAL RESPONSIBILTY

YMCA CAMP CARSON

Mom & Dad,
Have campers moved on? Please 
email camp with their new address!

NONPROFIT ORG
US POSTAGE 

PAID
Evansville IN

Permit No 1363

YMCA Camp Carson Board of Managers
Dr. Spencer Goodson, Chair
Ms. Jayne Bierhaus-Young
Ms. Sarah Dauer
Mr. Gene Dawson
Mr. Tom Elsner
Mr. Bob Fenneman
Mr. Craig Fenneman

Mr. Steve Fritz
Mr. Aaron Kendall
Ms. Heather Pierce
Mr. Denny Quinn
Mr. Steve Witting
Dr. William Wooten
Mr. Terry Yunker

Executive Director
Mr. Mark Scoular

The YMCA of Southwestern Indiana, Inc., following the example of Jesus Christ, 
responds to community needs by serving all people, especially youth, through 
relationships and activities that promote healthy spirit, mind, and body.

CONNECT OR RECONNECT WITH CAMP 
Links available via our website  
gateway page.













 





 


 




 



 

 
 





 


 
 
 

 


 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 















 





 


 




 



 

 
 





 


 
 
 

 


 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SPRING TIME
April 30  Volunteer Work Day  
 Saturday,  9 am – 1 pm   •  Lunch Provided  
 To help us plan well RSVP 812-385-3597

May 13-15 Christian Leadership Conference  
 for tri-state YMCA summer staff! 

May 1   Open House 
 Sunday 1 – 4 pm  Tours for new camp families. 
 Returning families – Bring a Friend!

NOW TIME

RSVP 812-385-3597
























































































 











































































 

























































Online giving 

available at 

campcarson.org


